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Christ’s Active Presence in Liturgy 
Mass Plus  Series “Pope Francis and the Liturgy” 3 St. Veronica Church   E. Besl 

 

1.  Pope Francis:  Rediscover Principles of Liturgy from Vatican Council II 

• Asking the whole church to “continually rediscover the richness of the general principles”    
from Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  (Dec 4, 1963). 

“We owe to the Council — and to the liturgical movement that preceded it —  
the rediscovery of a theological understanding of the Liturgy  
and of its importance in the life of the Church.  

“As the general principles spelled out in Sacrosanctum Concilium  

have been fundamental for the reform of the liturgy, they continue to be fundamental  
for the promotion of that full, conscious, active, and fruitful celebration in the liturgy.”     DD 16 

 

2.  Liturgy is an Act of Christ, Making Present the Paschal Mystery 

• What is liturgy?  “an exercise of Christ.”   Liturgy is something Christ performs, does, enacts. 

o “Every liturgical celebration is an action of Christ the priest and of His Body which is the 
Church.” CSL 7 

• What is Christ doing in the liturgy?  Making paschal mystery present and effective. 

o Death and resurrection of Christ.  Christ draws us into his self-giving love. 
o Not just historical event, but present way of life.   Pattern we live out = self-giving love. 

 

 

“As n. 7 of Sacrosanctum Concilium so beautifully describes it:  

the Liturgy is the priesthood of Christ, 

revealed to us and given in his Paschal Mystery,  

rendered present and active  

by means of signs addressed to the senses  

(water, oil, bread, wine, gestures, words),  

so that the Spirit, plunging us into the paschal mystery,  

might transform every dimension of our life,  

conforming us more and more to Christ.”            DD 21 

 

3.  Four Ways Christ is Present in Liturgy 

“To accomplish so great a work   [making present the paschal mystery], 

 Christ is always present in His Church, especially in her liturgical celebrations.  
He is present in the sacrifice of the Mass, not only in the person of His minister, … 
but especially under the eucharistic species  [consecrated bread and wine].  

By His power He is present in the sacraments,  
so that when someone baptizes it is really Christ Himself who baptizes.  

He is present in His word,  
since it is He Himself who speaks when the holy scriptures are read in the Church.  

He is present, lastly, when the Church prays and sings, for He promised:  
‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them’ (Mt 18:20).” CSL 7 

• Ordained Minister,   Consecrated Bread and Wine,   Word,   Assembly. 

• Active presence, not just passive (to be adored).  Throughout whole Mass, every sacrament. 

• Leads,    feeds,    speaks,    joins us in his prayer to God the Father. 



CSL = Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, Vatican II, 1963.  GIRM = General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 1970, 2011 

4.  Ordained Minister 
“It is of fundamental importance that the priest have a keen awareness of being,  
through God’s mercy, a particular presence of the risen Lord.  
The ordained minister is himself one of the types of presence of the Lord….  

“This fact gives ‘sacramental’ weight (in the broad sense)  
to all the gestures and words of the one presiding.   
The assembly has the right to be able to feel in those gestures and words  
the desire that the Lord has, today as at the Last Supper, to eat the Passover with us.  
So, the risen Lord is in the leading role.” DD 57 

 

5.  Consecrated Bread and Wine 
“Knowledge of the mystery of Christ … does not consist in a mental assimilation of some idea  
but in real existential engagement with his person. … 
The celebration concerns the reality of our being docile to the action of the Spirit  
who operates through it until Christ be formed in us. (Cf. Gal 4:19)  

“The full extent of our formation is our conformation to Christ.  
I repeat: it does not have to do with an abstract mental process, but with becoming Him.  
This is the purpose for which the Spirit is given,  
whose action is always and only to confect the Body of Christ.  

“It is that way with the Eucharistic bread, and with every one of the baptized  
called to become always more and more that which was received as a gift in Baptism;  
namely, being a member of the Body of Christ.  
Leo the Great writes, ‘Our participation in the Body and Blood of Christ has no other end  
than to make us become that which we eat.’” DD 41 

 
6.  Word Proclaimed 

• “For in the liturgy God speaks to His people and Christ is still proclaiming His gospel.”   CSL 33 

• “When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and 
Christ, present in his word, proclaims the Gospel.”   GIRM 29 

 

7.  Assembly – The Gathered Church, The Body of Christ 
“The action of the celebration does not belong to the individual but to the Christ-Church,  
to the totality of the faithful united in Christ.  The liturgy does not say ‘I’ but ‘we,’ 
and any limitation on the breadth of this ‘we’ is always demonic.  

The Liturgy does not leave us alone to search out an individual supposed knowledge of the mystery of God.  
Rather, it takes us by the hand, together, as an assembly,  
to lead us deep within the mystery that the Word and the sacramental signs reveal to us.”   DD 19 

 

“Let us always remember that it is the Church, the Body of Christ, that is the celebrating subject  
and not just the priest.”  DD 36 
 

8.  Encounter with Risen Christ 
“In the Eucharist and in all the sacraments we are guaranteed the possibility of encountering the Lord 
Jesus and of having the power of his Paschal Mystery reach us.  The salvific power of the sacrifice of 
Jesus, his every word, his every gesture, glance, and feeling reaches us through the celebration of the 
sacraments.   I am Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at the well, the man possessed by demons at 
Capernaum, the paralytic in the house of Peter, the sinful woman pardoned, the woman afflicted by 
hemorrhages, the daughter of Jairus, the blind man of Jericho, Zacchaeus, Lazarus, the thief and Peter 
both pardoned.  The Lord Jesus who dies no more… continues to pardon us, to heal us, to save us with 
the power of the sacraments.” DD 11 


